
ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST                                                                                        
582 Church Street                                       
Amherst, Ohio  44001  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED                       

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 AM  
Wednesday Breeze Chapel: 7:00 PM  
Office Hours: Monday–Friday:  
8:30 AM-12:30 PM  and  1:00-2:30 PM  
Afternoons available by appointment. 

       

                                                                                                                                                     
God bless your summer! 

 

ST. PETER’S U.C.C. 

582 CHURCH STREET                                                                                                          

AMHERST, OH  44001 

                             —  

 July 2022 Luke 4:18 

  

   

                                                                                        

Now the Lord is  
the Spirit, and where  
the Spirit of the Lord 

is, there is freedom.  



Pastoral Ponderings 
From the desk of  

PASTOR CHRIS 

ancestors, the colonists, were at their tipping 

point when they signed the Declaration of Inde-

pendence.  They didn’t feel that remaining a part 

of the British empire was in their best interests.  

Our independence would be an 

inspiration to the world to reach 

for democracy.   

The word, “inspiration,” comes 

from the Latin, inspiratio, and 

means “divine guidance.”  I think 

that we were inspired to become 

independent.  And, furthermore, 

I think we are inspired to be a 

voice of wisdom, love and justice 

for the world today, just as our 

forebears were in 1776.  But 

how can we do that, how can the world hear our 

voice, and be inspired, if our voice is muffled by 

violence, bigotry and intolerance?  

“Let freedom ring!” whether in song or speech, 

is an expression of our desire to not only show, 

but to be love.  The Liberty Bell is a symbol of 

ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

T 
he first part of the above passage in the 

gospel of John, which is a part of a 

much larger section where Jesus is giv-

ing his disciples a goodbye speech after sharing 

their last meal together, has been 

resonating with me for several days 

as we have all been trying to deal 

with and understand the horrible 

recent acts of violence and destruc-

tion in our country and in Ukraine.  

Mass shootings, and other random 

acts of violence, which seem to 

plague our country more than oth-

ers, have me wondering if we are not 

at the same place the disciples were 

when Jesus said, “I have much more 

to say to you, more than you can now bear.”  

How much more can we bear?  How much 

more should we bear? I think that we must be 

close to our tipping point. 

July 4th, America’s day for celebrating our inde-

pendence from Great Britain, is upon us.  Our 

July 2022 

—  

John 16: 12-13  New International Version 

 



Pentecost, that the Spirit would arrive in 

dramatic fashion.  In some ways, Pentecost 

is our Independence Day.  We share the 

gospel of Christ with the world, in every 

language, so that freedom in Christ may 

reign!  That same Spirit is with us today.   

May we be inspired to celebrate our inde-

pendence from injustice, intolerance, ha-

tred, bigotry and violence!  May freedom 

and justice ring!  May the freedom in 

Christ heal our wounded world. 

Happy July 4th! And Happy Pentecost! 

Remember, you are loved! 

 

 

Pastor Chris 

July Sermon Scriptures on page 4:   
 

 

 

how the Spirit of God inspires us to be 

more just and loving.  The ringing of the 

bell is a call to action!  I hope and pray that 

we won’t let this season of independence 

pass without hearing the bell of liberty 

calling us to love.  

The disciples had no idea of what would be 

in store for them later that night.  They 

were confused by Jesus’ words, because 

they couldn’t imagine a world without him.  

It was too hard, at first, for them to grasp 

what Jesus meant when he said he would-

n’t always be with them, but that he would 

give them the Spirit.  They were not awak-

ened by a bell that night, but by troops 

sent to arrest Jesus.  Rather than a bell  

resonating the sounds of freedom, the dis-

ciples only saw and heard a kiss.  It would 

be seven weeks later, as the disciples gath-

ered to celebrate the Jewish holyday of 



JULY SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 

7/3   2 Kings 5:1-14    

  



Mary-K is a RN/BSN, with over 12 years  

of yoga teaching experience,  

and 30 years of personal practice. 
 

Cost is $10 per class. 

Yoga on the Lawn 
at St. Peter’s  

Wednesdays from 8:30-9:45 AM

  A Message from our Council President 



T he Preschool class of 2021-2022 has success-
fully completed the school year. Everyone is 
looking forward to a fun and relaxing sum-

mer. The children are also hoping for less rain, and 
lots more sunshine!  

This year was so much fun. We went on several field 
trips and even had our Christmas Program that in-
cluded 2 guests. We ended the year with a class  
picnic on the church lawn.  The children sang a few 
songs and received their end of the year folder and a 
gift. We will miss our little ones as they move on to 
the next class or Kindergarten. We are also looking 
forward to all the new students that are registered 
for the coming school year. 

During the summer, the staff will be looking for 
some new, fun filled ideas for the next school year.    
 

Many of the parents are looking forward to sending 
their child to this year’s VBS.  Everyone can hardly wait!   

The staff would also like to thank you for your support 
at our Dine to Donate at Soul on Fire Pizza fundraiser 
night. We always enjoy a night off from cooking.  

The preschool is almost filled up. We have only a 
few spots left!  We have started a waiting list for par-
ents interested in attending our morning preschool 
program in the fall.  If you or anyone else is interest-
ed in our preschool or being put on the waiting list, 
please call the school at (440) 985-1972. Thank you 
for spreading the word about our wonderful school!  

Have a blessed and safe summer!  
See you in the fall. 

The Preschool Staff 

Wendy Kosakowski                Heather Nail                   Kerri Kobylka                    Ms. Stempowski  



Circle Six June Meeting  

Fun had on the Mystic Belle Cruise 
Circle Six ladies had such an enjoyable time cruising on the Mystic Belle! Please note, there will be  
no meetings through the summer months, but will return in the fall for our September meeting.  

Enjoy your summer, Sally Readinger, President 

D O N A T I O N S  N E E D E D  
Hospice of the Western Reserve Warehouse Sales 

We are looking for additional items to be donated for 
our next sale.  Items needed include furniture, 
housewares, domestics, collectables, framed artwork, 
seasonal items, and fine & costume jewelry.  Items 
are accepted up until two weeks before a sale.  The 
sales are held at Hospice of the Western Reserve 
Headquarters, 17876 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44110.  Proceeds support patients and families 
of Hospice of the Western Reserve. Please contact us 
at 216-255-9090. And, mark September 17-18, 
2022 on your calendars. 
 

V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D    
Hospice of the Western Reserve  

Consider becoming a Hospice of the Western Reserve 
Volunteer. Volunteers are needed to serve patients at 
the Hospice Houses, in their own homes, and area 
nursing homes/assisted living facilities. There are 
many virtual and face-to-face opportunities . Virtual 
training series are held every month for new volun-
teers. Prospective volunteers may register for train-
ing once prerequisites are met. For more infor-
mation, contact us at 216-255-9090 or fill out an 
online application at hospicewr.org/volunteer. 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
June 27, 2022 Minutes 

 
ATTENDEES: 
 

Visitors:  Geoff and Linda Gatz, Lynn Hollstein, Jessie Kubuske, Katie Leonard, Sharon and Gary Thompson, Al Murphy 

The meeting was opened at 7:02 pm with a prayer by Pastor Chris.  Mary-K Kirsch, President, called the business meeting to order. 

Preschool Fund-Raising Account 

Treasurer’s Report   

Pass-Through payments needing approval: 
Veterans Ukraine 
Veterans of the Cross 
NIN 
Big Brothers 
OGHS Endowment 
OGHS 
Daniel Jacky  $150.00 
OCWM *   $105.00 
   $255.00 
*Our Church’s Wider Mission  

 

General Fund Summary 
 

Offerings Cash/Check 11,752.00  13,026.00 56,574.54  52,235.00 4,339.54  
Offerings Breeze 1,890.00   1,445.00  7,612.00  7,320.00  292.00   
Offerings PayPal  0.00  20.00 205.00  1,415.00   (1,210.00)  
Transfer to General  1,770.00  1,450.00 9,700.00      7,250.00     2,450.00  
PPP Loan  
    Forgiveness/EIDL 0.00  19,804.82 0.00  19,804.82  (19,804.82)  
Blessings from  
    the Saints 3,476.01      (17,065.51) 30,440.23        26,789.27    (3,650.96)  
Expenses (18,888.01)     (18,680.31)  (104,531.77) (114,814.09)  10,282.32 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00     (7,301.92)  
 

 

Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Chris reported that the third Sunday in July, 
August, and September will be an outdoor service.  
Also, the service held this past Sunday at the 
Brownhelm UCC and the picnic afterward went well. 

Pastor Chris reported that the budget committee is 
looking at proposing a 50% charge back to the 
preschool for use of the church’s copy machine.  The 
preschool uses the copier more than any other group 
and Pastor Chris suggested that those charges be 
shared by the preschool.  He suggested that the budget 
committee review other expenses in the budget.  
Further, he would like to have the budget completed in 
July or August so the results may be reviewed by all 
affected parties, that changes are included in the 
preschool budget, and, finally, an earlier presentation 
of the budget to Council.  For the Trustees, Geoff Gatz 
stated he was responsible for the contracts for trash, 
the copier, and floor mats.  The Budget Committee is 
made up of Pastor Chris, Lauri Hubach, Sally 



Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Readinger, Geoff Gatz, Becky Woods, and Mary-K 
Kirsch. 

The Financial Committee has been disbanded since 
their work has been completed.  Mary-K thanked all 
who have been volunteering and diligently working on 
committees.  Other committees still working on issues 
are the By-Laws Committee, Nominating Committee, 
and Spiritual Life Committee.  

Financial Secretary Report 

Becky Woods gave the Financial Secretary’s Report.  
Offerings for the month of May were $13,613.44, which 
was the highest monthly amount for offerings, for the 
first five months of 2022.  Offerings totaled $60,402.83 
for YTD 2022. 

Spiritual Life and Compassionate Care 

The Spiritual Life Committee continues to make visits.   

Joan Whitman is now the Chairperson of the 
Compassionate Care Committee.  A question was raised 
concerning changing the name of the Helpful Tuesday 
Fund account to the Compassionate Care Fund to more 
closely identify with the group it supports.   

A MOTION WAS MADE TO CHANGE THE HELPFUL TUESDAY 
FUND ACCOUNT TO THE COMPASSIONATE CARE FUND 
ACCOUNT.  IT WAS SECONDED AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

A MOTION WAS MADE TO TRANSFER LEFTOVER FUNDS IN THE 
HELPFUL TUESDAY FUND ACCOUNT TO THE GENERAL FUND.  
IT WAS SECONDED AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Lauri Hubach raised a question concerning donations 
received for support of the Ukraine family living in the 
parsonage.  What should the account be named and at 
whose discretion would the funds be used?  Currently, 
Linda Gatz is serving as the liaison to the Ukraine family. 

A MOTION WAS MADE TO SET UP AN ACCOUNT NAMED 
“REFUGEE FUND,” FUNDS WOULD BE USED AT THE 
DISCRETION OF THE LIAISON FOR THE FAMILY, AND AT THE 
END OF THE USE OF THE PARSONAGE FOR A REFUGEE 
FAMILY, REMAINING FUNDS WOULD REVERT BACK TO THE 
GENERAL FUND.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND PASSED. 

 

Altar Guild 

Lynn Hollstein reported that we will begin to use our 
own filled containers for communion, as we have 
nearly exhausted the prefilled juice and wafer containers. 

Ushers 

Alan Murphy was not available for comment. 

Tech Team 

Mary-K proposed written instructions or manuals be 
developed to cover the use of the Tech equipment, 
which will assist operators when Tech team members 
are not available. 

Garden Team 

Sue Conkle reported that the group has been pulling 
weeds, and she noted that everyone should notice the 
blooming flowers in the front of the Church.  Also, 
there is a beautiful blooming cactus in the garden 
established in Pastor Bev’s name. 

By-Laws Committee 

Shelley Harmych and Sharon Thompson are the By-
Laws committee.  Items, on which they have been 
working, will be presented to Council at the July meeting. 

Church Rummage Sale 

Jessie Kubuske reported that she has been working 
with the preschool for a rummage sale for the preschool 
parents.  Tables will be available for preschool parents to 
rent and sell their items.  

Mary-K stated that she will put together an exploratory 
committee for an all-church rummage sale. 

A MOTION WAS MADE TO ADJOURN.  IT WAS SECONDED  
AND  PASSED. 

Pastor Chris gave the closing prayer.  The meeting 
ended at 8:28 pm. 



 
 

July 3 Communion Sunday  
July 4 Office Closed Independence Day 
July 7 Compassionate Care 10:30 a.m. 
 Girl Scouts 5:30-7:00 PM 
July 14 Central Village Worship 11 a.m. 
 Trustees Meeting 6 p.m. Zoom 
July 17 Outdoor Worship Service 10 a.m. 
July 18 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. Zoom 
July 20 Clergy Meeting Brownhelm 11:30 a.m. 
July 24 Family Worship—Noisy Coin 
 

 

Spiritual Life: 1-4:00 p.m., Mondays 

Bible Study: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, Zoom 

Breeze Chapel: 7-7:30 p.m., Wednesdays 

Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris  
9-11:00 a.m., Wednesdays at Arabica’s! 
 

Yoga with Mary-K: 8:30-9:45 AM  
Wednesdays at St. Peter’s  
on the lawn weather permitting!  

 

 

 
 

Pastor Chris has started another 
outreach! Someone from Central 
Village contacted St. Peter’s to see  
if he would be willing to perform a 
short “monthly” Worship Service  
in the lobby area for residents.   
They meet the 2nd Thursday of  
the month at 11:00 AM. This is a  
30-minute service.  They are very 
thankful for this opportunity. 

 

Lost & Found 
 

While cleaning the Parsonage, Sue 
Conkle found a 14K gold ring in one of 
the bedrooms in the corner on the 
carpet. There’s an inscription date of  
7-31-37 and the initials EFO & MPO.  
 

We have placed the ring in the safe. If 
anyone thinks this may be their ring, 
and have sentimental value, please call 
the church at (440) 988-4965.  

 

Bruce Springsteen Tribute  

with The Asbury Allstars  

July 1, Black River Landing, 

Lorain 

Freedom Festival and Fire-

works, Victory Park, North 

Ridgeville, Sunday, July 3, . 

Gates open at 5 PM    

Chocolate and Wine Walk,  

5495 Liberty Ave., Vermilion,  

July 24, 12-4 PM. This events 

Theme is Christmas in July. 

FAMILY FUN JULY EVENTS 

“MAY HE GRANT YOU YOUR HEART’S DESIRE 

AND FULFILL ALL YOUR PLANS!”   
 

P S A L M  2 0 : 4  

It’s Summertime & that means  

Last year Pastor Chris and Council  

decided to do an outdoor worship  

service the 3rd Sunday of the month.  

We will continue with this tradition  

this summer also! Chairs will be set up, 

but feel free to bring your chair, if that would be more 

comfortable for you. The following Sundays will be an 

outdoor worship service, weather permitting . We 

hope everyone can join us for worship & fellowship! 

July 17  |  August 21  |  September  18  |  October 16 



We’d like to shout out a big THANK YOU  
to everyone who continually donates items  
to the food pantry. It is greatly appreciated by 
St. Peter’s church, and those receiving help!  

Through the summer months we will now be 
collecting the items on the right. 

Thank you to Pam Miskov for 
her dedication and time, to en-
sure all items are transported to 
Good Shepherd Food Pantry. 
Please leave your donations in 
the drop off boxes at the church. 
And, again we thank you for all 
you do to help others. 

 F OOD  
 pantry  

If you would like to be added or removed from this list, please contact Joan Whitman at (440) 320-8923  

Or rwhitman1@oh.rr.com or the church office at 440-988-4965 or email: adminofc@stpetersamherst.org  

Just a reminder that Joan Whitman is the new  
the team leader for Compassionate Care Team.  
She can be reached at (440) 320-8923 or  
email rwhitman1@oh.rr.com.  Thank you. 

 

COMPASSIONATE  
CARE TEAM  

Next Meeting is July 7 at 10:30 AM 

In June,  
we collected 

115  
food items! 

 F OOD  
 pantry  

mailto:adminofc@stpetersamherst.org


 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.    |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m. 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you  would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 Executive Council 

 Mary-K Kirsch,  Council President  (216) 559-6160  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Christine Burman Council Vice-President  (440) 522-8035 redcar1105@yahoo.com 

 Susan Cherry, Council Secretary  (440) 988-7425  secretary@stpetersamherst.org 

 Lauri Hubach, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  
 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 

 Website and Social Media Addresses 

 St. Peter’s Website    www.stpetersamherst.org 

 St. Peter’s Facebook    https://www.facebook.com/stpetersuccamherstoh 

 St. Peter’s Twitter    https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 St. Peter’s YouTube  Channel   St Peters UCC Amherst     

 

     

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. and 1 2:30 p.m. 

Afternoons available by appointment  

with Pastor Chris. 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor  

(920) 650-0761  

pastor@stpetersamherst.org 
 

Jessie Kubuske, Christian Ed. Director 

(440) 988-4965  

dir.ed@stpetersamherst.org 
 

Kaye Oswald, Administrative Secretary 

(440) 988-4965  

admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

https://stpetersuccamherst.breezechms.com/people/view/9069598#
mailto:Treasurer@stpetersamherst.org

