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“I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this  

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”  

 2022 



ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastoral Ponderings 
From the desk of  

PASTOR CHRIS 

Wouldn’t that be wonderful?  As beautiful and 

full of promise as this earth is, I’m sure we could 

all agree that things could be improved.  That’s 

not being critical of the artist in residence, God, 

but it is acknowledging that what we have done 

with this wondrous earth is far from great.  Just 

like this earth, things in our lives get broken and 

in need of repair.  Not all of us are mechanically 

inclined, so when our vehicles, or other 

mechanical creations break down, we depend 

on professionals to fix them.  If our roofs are 

leaking, we call a roofer.  If our plumbing is 

stopped up, we call a plumber.  But who do we 

call when our earth and society break down? 

Like the well-known line from the movie 

 THE GLORIOUS NEW CREATION 

 ISAIAH 65:17-19 NRSV  

—  

December 2022 

“ THE GLORIOUS 
  NEW CREATION! ” 

December 2022 



more loving, kind, compassionate, 

hospitable, humble and always to be 

seeking justice for all.  By loving all of God’s 

creation, all of God’s children, we would 

usher in a new age.  This is what we seek.  

This is what we prepare ourselves for during 

this time of waiting and watching for the 

birth of Christ.  

I hope you can get a true sense of the 

excitement and the wonder of Advent by 

worshipping with us this season.  We plan to 

prepare ourselves for the birth of this Child 

of David who will usher in a new age.  

Exciting things await us!  Things are 

changing for the better!

 December Sermon Scriptures on page 4:   

 

 

“Ghostbuster,”—who you gonna call?  We call 

for the anointed one of God—Jesus Christ. 

Advent is upon us, and this is a season for us 

to reflect and to prepare for the arrival of the 

one who is going to help us repair our lives.  

Emmanuel, God with us, is coming!  What do 

we want, and what do we need Emmanuel to 

do for us?  Hundreds of years before the birth 

of Jesus of Nazareth, the prophet Isaiah 

spoke of a child who would come and lead us.  

And by lead, I mean that this child would 

create a new Earth and Heavens.  This child 

would help us see things in new ways so that 

we could change our lives to more fully 

reflect the will of God.  The Kingdom of God 

was going to be constructed and led by this 

Child—this Son of David.  The hope was that 

under the direction of this Holy One, we 

would become what God willed for us—to be 

“ADVENT IS UPON US, 

AND THIS IS A SEASON 

FOR US TO REFLECT 

AND TO PREPARE FOR  

THE ARRIVAL OF  

THE ONE WHO IS  

GOING TO HELP US  

REPAIR OUR LIVES.” 

“We cal l  for  the anointed one of  God —Jesus  Chr is t .”  



12/18   Matthew 1:18-25  

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. 

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but 

before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, 

being a righteous man and unwilling to ex-

pose her to public disgrace, planned to dis-

miss her quietly. But just when he had re-

solved to do this, an angel of the Lord ap-

peared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 

your wife, for the child conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 

you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 

his people from their sins.” All this took place 

to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel,” which means,  

“God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from 

sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord com-

manded him; he took her as his wife, but  

had no marital relations with her until she  

had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  

 

12/24    John 1:1-14  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into be-

ing in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 

all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which en-

lightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 

world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and 

his own people did not accept him. But to all who received 

him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 

children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word be-

came flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

DECEMBER SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 

12/4   Matthew 3:1-12    

  

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness 

of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 

spoke when he said, “The voice of one cry-

ing out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 

of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now 

John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 

leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. Then the peo-

ple of Jerusalem and all Judea were going 

out to him, and all the region along the  

Jordan, and they were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sad-

ducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 

fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume 

to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children to Abra-

ham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repent-

ance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 

his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

 

12/11   Luke 1:46-55  

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit re-

joices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations 

will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things 

for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear 

him from generation to generation. He has shown strength 

with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 

their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 

thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with 

good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his 

servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the 

promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 

descendants forever.”  

 

But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief  
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.  
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  

Continued on next page... 



Kobiakov’s Update 

“Blue Christmas Service”  
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21 at 7:00 PM  

Each one of us comes bearing the 

loss of loved ones, or may be  

struggling to mend our own broken 

places. Our Blue Christmas Service 

can provide comfort and hope.  

Join us in the Sanctuary.  

There will be a time to light  

a candle in memory  

of loved ones.  

12/25    Isaiah 52:3-10 

For thus says the Lord: You were sold for nothing, and you shall be 

redeemed without money. For thus says the Lord God: Long ago, my 

people went down into Egypt to reside there as aliens; the Assyrian, 

too, has oppressed them without cause. Now therefore what am I 

doing here, says the Lord, seeing that my people are taken away with-

out cause? Their rulers howl, says the Lord, and continually, all day 

long, my name is despised. Therefore my people shall know my 

name; therefore in that day they shall know that it is I who speak; 

here am I. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, 

who says to Zion, “Your God  

reigns.” Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing 

for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break 

forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has 

comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has 

bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends 

of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

Join us for St. Peter’s “Holiday 
Potluck” meal in the Fellow-
ship Hall following worship. 
Linda has a signup sheet for 
what you’d like to bring. The 
Kobiakov family will be joining 
us. You can present them with your 
ornament for their Christmas Tree. As 
a church family we will also present 
Nataliia with her quilt. So please save 
the date, plan the dish you wish to 
share, and come and fellowship with us. 

 

Our Ukrainian family is very appre-
ciative of their home and all that the 
members of our church do for them.  
Lev and Kuzma have made friends at 
school and settled into a routine.  
Hlib celebrated his 19th birthday on 
November 13th.  The family is  
exploring what they need to do to 
remain in the United States and all 
are looking forward to being with us 
in church on December 4th for our 
service and the potluck afterwards in 
fellowship hall.  During the service 
we will be presenting Nataliia with 
the handmade quilt you all were a 
part of, and at the luncheon we will 
be giving them the ornaments  
that you have for them.  I’m looking 
forward to seeing all of you there. 
 

Blessings & Prayers, 
Linda Gatz

Potluck! 
December 4th 

Operation Christmas Child Report 
 

This year we approached this outreach mission 
project a bit differently.  First of all, we looked at 
it from the perspective of what God would want 
us to do. We set a goal of 50 shoeboxes which 
was five more than last year. We also invited the 
children in our preschool to take part.  “Ask and 

you shall receive.”  The Lord has greatly blessed us. This year we 
collected 62 Christmas Shoeboxes for children around the world.  
You are truly amazing and I thank you! 

Blessings & Prayers, Linda Gatz 



Our Wednesday morning, and Thursday evening  

class will meet in the lower level of St. Peter’s Church.  

Please arrive by 8:25 a.m. for the morning class, and  

by 5:55 p.m. for the evening class. Enter through the 

door by the Chapel. 
 

“YOGA with Mary-K” is for anyone who needs length-

ening, stretching and loosening as we target the fascia, 

connective tissue and joints to develop strength and 

restore flexibility. Bring your own mat, a water bottle 

and wear comfortable clothes. 

DECEMBER 

November’s Noisy Collection will be used to buy  
Christmas dinners for local families that may not 
be able to afford one. There will be baskets again in 
front of the pulpit and lectern for other donations. 
They might include: 

Sincerely,  
Jessie Kubuske,  

Director of Christian Education 

 

 

          

Ho Ho Ho!! It’s hard to believe that 
December is here. We will contin-
ue working on beginning sounds, 
numbers, shapes, colors, and the 
letters of the alphabet. For our 
mission project, the preschool col-
lected gift cards for the families 
displaced by the war in Ukraine. 

The children are busy getting 
ready for the Christmas program.  
They will be singing many won-
derful songs to their guests.  
 

The programs will be held on 
Thursday, December 15 at 9:00 
a.m./12:45 and Friday, December 
16 at 9:00 a.m. 

As we all prepare for this wonder-
ful holiday, may we all sit back and 
enjoy all the little things that go by 
so quickly.  Our children are grow-
ing so fast that we sometimes for-
get to enjoy the simple sound of 
their laughter or the look of their 
sweet smile. May God bless you 
with a safe and wonderful Holiday.  

Preschool registration for the 
2023-2024 school year will start in 
January. 

The preschool staff would like  
to wish everyone a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year! 

Sincerely,  
Wendy Kosakowski, Director 
Heather Nail, Kerri Kobylka, and 
Ms. Stempowski  

 

Wendy Kosakowski              Heather Nail                 Kerri Kobylka             Ms. Stempowski  

Sunday School 
Noisy Collection 

The best possible introduction for children to the world of learning.  



          Circle Six Meeting 
Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 6:00 PM  

 

We are all 
Connected 

in the 

great circle 
of  life. 

  A Message from our Council President 

Sunday, Dec. 11  |  Fireside Room

Christmas Craft by Dot Wilford 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

A MOTION WAS MADE AND SECONDED TO APPROVE THE PASS 
THROUGH PAYMENTS FOR $335.00.  THE MOTION PASSED. 
 

Preschool Report 

 
 

Trustee Report   (Trustee Minutes 11/15/22)  

-Outside Advent Wreath needs to be set up before 11/27. Don and Jim will 
meet on 11/19 at  2pm to set it up. Edgar volunteered that it was very easy, 
and that he would start bringing  parts up during the week, this week.  

- Boy Scouts will set up the Christmas tree on Monday, 11/21 at 7 pm.  
They will return on 12/9  to take it down and put it away.  

- Jim chaperoned the Boy Scout Eagle Court of Honor on 11/6. All went well, 
they have done it  enough times that they have it down to a science. Jim 
asked for volunteers for the next Eagle Court of Honor on 12/3, with no one 
volunteering, Jim will chaperone.  

- Geisel repaired the problematic boiler part. There was no charge for the 
visit, and a discount  for the part due to our maintenance agreement. In total, 
it was less than $500. Geoff mentioned that there is some water near it, but 
Edgar said because of the type it is, this is  normal.  

- Edgar said that he turned his bids in to Wendy for the grant she is writing, 
and he believes she  has turned in the grant. Geoff raised the question of 
who will oversee these repairs, and  whether it is a trustee issue. Pastor 
Chris said let's wait to see if it gets approved first.  

- There is a work order to set up 4 tables and corresponding chairs on Dec. 
10 for the Advent  Workshop on Dec 11, and then to put the tables and 
chairs back so the Fellowship Hall is  ready for preschool on Monday. Don 
and Gary will set up and take down at 2 pm on Saturday  and a time TBD  
on Sunday.  

Geoff Gatz had several things to report:  

- The contract with Republic has been signed. It will cost $54/month for the 
single bin. No more  recycling. There will be a set up cost of $154.  

- The last windstorm caused a shingle and a shutter to fall off the parsonage. 
There is no water  leak. Shutter is in the garage.  

- He raised concerns about people parked in the lot when Born comes to 
push snow. Edgar  pointed out that in the past, they usually move.   

- Gary called Callahan and the outside light that was on at the wrong time 
has been fixed.  

- Brian, with the help of Geoff and Tom Janus, was able to bring the low 
voltage wire to the  electronic sign. Jim will contact Wagner Sign to find out 
about the key to open the sign so it  can be attached.  

- Geoff asked the group who will continue to be a trustee. Gary will continue 
depending on health and Don.  

- Geoff Gatz resigned as a trustee.  

 

 

Visitors:  Lynn Hollstein; Wendy Kosakowski   |   Mary-K opened the meeting at 7:01 pm with Pastor Chris giving the 

opening prayer.   

ATTENDEES: “When a leader in the Church inspires council members with vision, he helps them focus on their real mission 

so that they are ministering to people rather than merely administering programs.”   — M. Russell Ballard 



Pastor’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report  (Oct. 2022) 

Pass Through payments needing approval: 

Payable To: For: 

General Fund Summary 
 

Full report available in the church office. 
Lauri pointed out that expenses were down vs. last year at this time and that $71,436 will 
need to be taken from the future fund to make a $0 balance in the general fund. 
 

Financial Secretary's Report 

Spiritual Life 

Altar Guild 

Ushers 

Tech Report 

Garden Club 

President’s Report 

New Business 

A MOTION WAS MADE TO ADJOURN THE MEETING.   
THE MOTION WAS SECONDED, AND THE MOTION PASSED. 



DECember  

EVENTS 
Dec. 1 Compassionate Care 10:30 a.m. 
Dec. 4 Communion Sunday 10 a.m. 
 Potluck after worship 
Dec. 6 Circle Six Meeting 6 p.m. 
Dec. 7 Confirmation Class 6-7 p.m. 
Dec. 10 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  
 9:30 a.m. St. Peter’s UCC  
Dec. 11  Gingerbread Bash 2-4 PM 
Dec. 14 Confirmation Class 6-7 p.m. 
Dec. 15 9AM & 12:45 PM preschool program 
 Trustees Meeting 6 p.m. Zoom 
Dec. 16 9AM preschool program 
NO COUNCIL MEETING THIS MONTH 
Dec. 21 Clergy Lunch Meeting 11:30 a.m. 
No Confirmation  |  Blue Christmas 7 p.m. 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service 7 p.m. 
Dec. 25 Christmas Family Worship    
 

Spiritual Life: 1-4:00 p.m., Mondays 
Bible Study: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, Zoom 
Breeze Chapel: 7-7:30 p.m., Wednesdays 

Handbell Choir: 7 p.m., Thursdays 

Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris  
Sandstone Coffee House (old Arabica’s) 
Wednesdays 9-11:00 a.m.  
 

Wed. 8:30-9:45 AM & Thurs. 6:00-7:15 PM  

DECember 

birthdays 

 

Men’s  

Fellowship 

Breakfast 
ST. PETER’S UCC 

SATURDAY 
Dec. 10th at 9:30 AM   

 

We have changed the day of 
our breakfast to the 2nd Sat-
urday of the month, so more 
men are able to participate!  
 

Enjoy breakfast, followed by 
prayer, and a short devotion-
al. We usually conclude by 
10:30 a.m.  We are looking 
forward to where this minis-
try will lead us in faith.  
Please contact Pastor Chris 
for more information. 

Sundays 
at 10 AM 



In November,  
we collected 

134  
food items! 

Please keep the following people in your prayers:                                   

Compassionate Care Meeting  Dec. 1 at 10:30 AM 

Joan Whitman, Team Leader  |  440-320-8923  |  rwhitman1@oh.rr.com 

Good Shepherd Baptist Food Pantry has started 
the Weekend Children’s Backpack Program (last 
year the number doubled). We cannot let any child 
go hungry if it is in our power. To the right are 
some suggestions that would be very helpful 
with this great need. 

We will also still collect ‘regular food items’ for 
families in addition to the Backpack Program. 
Please leave your donations in the drop off  
boxes at the church. Pam Miskov will ensure 
that all items are transported to Good Shepherd 
Baptist Food Bank.  

Thank you to everyone who continu-
ally donates on behalf of St. Peter’s!  
You are all ROCKSTARS of generosity! 

 F OOD  
 pantry  
 F OOD  
 pantry  

Are you in need of Prayer?  
Call Joan Whitman, contact person for the Prayer Team.  
Please call Joan  if you would like to be added or removed from THE KEY prayer list shown below. Also, if you 
want to keep your prayer request confidential, we can also add your name for our Prayer Team. 



 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.    |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m. 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT!  If you  would like more detailed information,  

 please contact the church office. 

 

 Executive Council 

 Mary-K Kirsch,  Council President  (216) 559-6160  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Christine Burman Council Vice-President  (440) 522-8035 redcar1105@yahoo.com 

 Susan Cherry, Council Secretary  (440) 988-7425  secretary@stpetersamherst.org 

 Lauri Hubach, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  
 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 
 

 

 Website and Social Media Addresses 

 St. Peter’s Website    www.stpetersamherst.org 

 St. Peter’s Facebook    https://www.facebook.com/stpetersuccamherstoh 

 St. Peter’s Twitter    https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 St. Peter’s YouTube  Channel   St Peters UCC Amherst     

 

     

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Monday Friday 

8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. and 1 2:30 p.m. 

Afternoons available by appointment  

with Pastor Chris. 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor  

(920) 650-0761  

pastor@stpetersamherst.org 
 

Jessie Kubuske, Christian Ed. Director 

(440) 988-4965  

dir.ed@stpetersamherst.org 
 

Kaye Oswald, Office Administrator 

(440) 988-4965  

admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

https://stpetersuccamherst.breezechms.com/people/view/9069598#
mailto:Treasurer@stpetersamherst.org

