ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
582 Church Street
Amherst, Ohio 44001
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 AM
Wednesday Breeze Chapel: 7:00 PM
Office Hours: Monday–Friday:
8:30 AM-12:30 PM and 1:00-2:30 PM
Afternoons available by appointment.
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Pastoral Ponderings
From the desk of

PASTOR CHRIS

injustice as they see it. My son, Aidan
Muir Buckingham-Taylor, was talking
about changing his middle name-Muirthe other day (We named him in honor

Matthew 6:6 The Message

No one has greater love
than this, to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends.

4/14 Maunday Thursday John 13:1-17, 31-35

April Sermon Scriptures continued on page 4:

APRIL SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS
4/3 2 Corinthians 9:1-11

4/17 John 20: 1-18

Now it is not necessary for me to write you about the ministry to
the saints, for I know your eagerness, which is the subject of
my boasting about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that
Achaia has been ready since last year; and your zeal has stirred
up most of them. But I am sending the brothers in order that
our boasting about you may not prove to have been empty in
this case, so that you may be ready, as I said you would
be; otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find
that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing
of you—in this undertaking. So I thought it necessary to urge the
brothers to go on ahead to you, and arrange in advance for this
bountiful gift that you have promised, so that it may be ready as
a voluntary gift and not as an extortion.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings
lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings
lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying
with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and
he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples
returned to their homes.

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you
may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, “He
scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He who supplies seed to the sower and bread
for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched
in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us;

4/10 Luke 19:28-40
After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the
place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter
it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying
it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent
departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the
colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to
Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks
on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from
the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began
to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes
in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him,
“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” He answered, “I tell you,
if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the
head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,
but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I
will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God
and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had
said these things to her.

4/24 Acts 5:27-32
When they had brought them, they had them stand before the
council. The high priest questioned them, saying, “We gave you
strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring
this man’s blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles answered,
“We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God
of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader
and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so
is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”

Order deadline for Easter Lilies is April 8.
You still have time to order your Easter Lily(s). If you did not get an
order form in your bulletin, please contact the church office to place
your order. Cost is $8.00 per Lily. Kaye will be happy to fill out
your order form in person or over the phone. Checks should be
made payable to St. Peter’s UCC. Thank you!
Remember, there are 3 options for picking up your lily(s):
I will pick up my lily(s) immediately after Easter Sunday Service.
I will leave my lily(s) as a donation for Compassionate Care mission.
I will contact the church office to pick up my lily(s) during office hours.

Yoga returns to
St. Peter’s!
Beginning Wednesday, April 6th
You-Stretch-Yoga (a very basic approach) will
be offered. No yoga experience necessary.
200 RYT Instructor Mary-K Kirsch will be
teaching a “light on yoga but big
on stretching class” from 9:30-10:15 a.m.
Bring your own mat, wear comfortable
clothes, and be ready to loosen up those tight
muscles and joints with a gentle, personalized
approach to a healthy body.
Please arrive by 9:15 a.m. and enter through
the office door and proceed through
Walker lobby to the doorway on your right,
to the lower level.
Mary-K is a RN/BSN, with over 12 years
of yoga teaching experience,
and 30 years of personal practice.
Cost is $10 per class.

With our generous gifts to
One Great Hour of Sharing,
we are able to put LOVE
into ACTION, ensuring
that Love Remains.
Donations were collected on Sunday, March 27.
In case you missed Sunday, envelopes will be at
the entrance doors if you wish to make a contribution. Thank you for your faithfulness!

St. Peter’s Preschool News

Wendy Kosakowski

Heather Nail

Kerri Kobylka

Ms. Stempowski

St. Peter’s Preschool is blessed to have such amazing teachers, and an aide who are kind, caring, and devoted to the their cl assrooms.

It is hard to believe that April is
here! With break over, everyone
is looking forward to getting
back to school. This month the
children will be working on the
letters Ee, Zz, Yy, and yellow.
They will also work on the number 10 and telephone numbers.

And, we will celebrate Easter
with a couple of lessons using
the resurrection eggs and also
coloring Easter eggs.
We will be going on our last
field trip to Pine Haven to tour
the nursery and plant a flower
for spring.

There are a few openings
available in the TuesdayThursday afternoon classes.
If interested, please call the
Preschool at (440) 985-1972.
God Bless,
Wendy Kosakowski
Preschool Director

Christian Education Update
February and March noisy
collections will go toward buying
Easter dinners for local families
in need.

We will be launching an Easter
version of the Gingerbread House
called “Easter Egg Stravaganza.”
It will be in person.
Remember there is no Sunday
School on the 4th Sunday of the
month (not the last if there are 5
weeks.) Also, Sunday School
will officially end for this school

year on Mother’s Day. May 8
will be our last time.
If you know of a current 6th or
7th grader (or older) that would
like to enroll in Confirmation
Class for next year, please let
Jessie Kubuske know (call the
church office or email:
dir.ed@stptersamherst.org)
We have not yet settled on a time,
but it will be every Sunday
through the school year.
Jessie Kubuske
Director of Christian Education

Circle Six Meeting | Tuesday, April 5

Annual Anniversary Dinner

Hello ladies of Circle Six and everyone at St. Peter’s!
In case you missed our March meeting, Rebecca
McFarland did a presentation of the Cultural
Gardens of Cleveland. She provided a slideshow
of many of the various ethnic gardens that run along
Martin Luther King Boulevard in Cleveland. It was
quite interesting and informative. I personally have
not visited these gardens, but I’ve definitely added
it to my “must see” list. If you’re not currently a
member of Circle Six, you may want to check us out!
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, April 5 and is our
annual Anniversary Dinner. However, this year we
instead of in
Fellowship Hall. Dinner will be at Cole’s Public House

Annual Bake Sale
Palm Sunday, April 10
Fellowship Hall

(209 S. Main Street) at 6:00. Everyone is responsible
for their own meal. Please RSVP to Sally Readinger at
440-222-3414 if you plan on attending. If you are
currently not a member of Circle Six but are considering it, please feel free to join us at this dinner and be
sure to RSVP!
Our Annual Bake Sale will be held on Palm Sunday,
April 10 in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone should provide a baked good of their choice and have it delivered
to the church by 9:00 AM that morning. As a side note,
you don’t need to be a member of Circle Six to bake
for the sale – all baked goods are welcome.
Thank you,
Sally Readinger, President

1. Charity – Love buying clothes? Love dinner out? Pick
one type of expenditure that you’ll “fast” from during
Lent, and then give the money you would usually
spend to One Great Hour of Sharing or a local charity.
2. Take it On – Take something on – letter writing, acts
of kindness, calls to the important people in your life.
3. Movies – Instead of turning on the TV for your next
binge-watching session, read the entire Gospel of Mark
in one sitting. It is the most concise story of Jesus’ life,
and the cross, a central Lenten symbol, plays an even
more prominent role than in the other Gospels.
4. Unplug – Unplug from your iPhone or turn off your car
radio on your commute. The silence may be jarring at
first, but you may find that you are able to concentrate
better and will be more observant of your surroundings.
5. Speech – Make a commitment to fast from insensitive,
cruel comments about others. So, no gossiping.

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
March 21, 2022 Minutes

ATTENDEES:

Visitors: Sharon and Gary Thompson, Geoff Gatz, Fred Helyes, Jessie Kubuske, and Lynn Hollstein
President Mary-K Kirsch opened the meeting at 7:03 pm, and Pastor Chris gave an opening prayer.

Trustee Report

Treasurer Report

Pastor’s Report

Old Business

Financial Secretary Report
Fundraiser Ideas

Financial Team

Jessie

Spiritual Life Committee

Gift for Daniel Jacky

Altar Guild

Ushers

Tech Team

April 3
April 5
April 7
April 10
April 14
April 15
April 17
April 18
April 24

Communion Sunday
Circle Six 6:00 p.m.
Compassionate Care 10:30 a.m.
Girl Scouts 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday
Egg-Stravaganza (during Sunday School)
Trustees Meeting 6 p.m.
Good Friday Walk at noon St. Peter’s
EASTER - He Is Risen!
Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Family Worship Sunday 10:00 a.m.

__________________________________

Sanctuary Choir 6:30 p.m. / Handbell Choir
7:30 p.m. Thursdays
Spiritual Life: 1-4:00 p.m. Mondays
Bible Study: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, Zoom
Breeze Chapel: 7-7:30 p.m., Wednesdays
Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris
9-11:00 a.m., Wednesdays at Arabica’s!

“MAY HE GRANT YOU
YOUR HEART’S DESIRE
AND FULFILL ALL
YOUR PLANS!”
P S A L M

2 0 : 4

From Spiritual Life Team

Characteristics of
Genuinely Friendly Churches
1. They are intentional about being friendly. Warmth and
friendliness are clear values of these churches. Churches
naturally drift toward an inward focus unless they are
otherwise intentional.
2. The leaders model warmth, humility, and friendliness. The
friendliness is not contrived or phony. These leaders have
prayerfully become genuinely friendly men and women.

3. The leaders are clear that genuine friendliness is more than
a brief stand and greet time in a worship service. True
hospitality and friendliness extends beyond two minutes.
4. They have greeters in the parking lot, greeters in the
entrances, and greeters in other strategic locations inside.
5. They have a guest feedback process. To the best of their
ability, they follow up with guests to get feedback on their
experiences. They also encourage the guests to be open and
frank in the feedback.
6. Small groups are highly intentional about reaching people
beyond their own groups.

FOOD
pantry

Cheryl at Good Shepherd Baptist Food Pantry recently shared with us that the
need for their weekend children’s backpack program has doubled! We cannot let
any child go hungry if it is in our power. Following are some suggestions that
would be very helpful with this great need:
Single Serving PB & Jelly *
Canned Soup (Pop top lids)
Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids)
Mac & Cheese (Microwavable)

Peanut Butter Crackers
Individual Cereals
Granola Bars
Oatmeal Packages

Small Bag Chips
Small Bag Pretzels
Fruit Cups
Jello Cups

Please leave your donations in the drop off boxes at the church. Pam Miskov
will ensure that all items are transported to Good Shepherd Baptist Food Bank.
Thank you to everyone who continually donates on behalf of St. Peter’s!
* Just a suggestion that Sam’s Club has Single Serving PB & Jelly with a nice size serving.
Matthew 25:40

Dear Heavenly Father,
Don Swift
Bev Mischka
Dave Rice
Audrey Montgomery
Janet Siron
Judy Baker
Jean Swift
Tudy Diaz
Serita Reyes
Dot Wilford
Joyce Darakis
Sherry Spratt
Mary Ann Sterna
Glenn Miskov
Valentino Dziak
Karin Andy
Christine Burman

Lois Barnes
Elaine Thompson
Ruth Kossow
May Poor
Roger Becker
Carol Battenhouse
Darlene Mudrich
Jean Marsh
Edgar Vargas
Tom McKinley
Shelley Harmych
Don Flock
Gloria Versace
Walter Beale
Luena Beale
Richard Berry
Jay Gatz

I believe and pray,
in Jesus’ name!
If you would like to be added or removed from this list, please contact the church office at 440-988-4965
or adminofc@stpetersamherst.org or Compassionate Care sgthompson@windstream.net

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor
(920) 650-0761
pastor@stpetersamherst.org
582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001
Office Phone: (440) 988-4965
Office Hours: Monday Friday
8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. and 1 2:30 p.m.
Afternoons available by appointment
with Pastor Chris.

Jessie Kubuske, Christian Ed. Director
(440) 988-4965
dir.ed@stpetersamherst.org
Kaye Oswald, Administrative Secretary
(440) 988-4965
admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. | Sunday School: 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m.
Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.
Also, we now have the ability to accept donations by TEXT! If you would like more detailed information,
please contact the church office.

Executive Council
Mary-K Kirsch, Council President

(216) 559-6160

president@stpetersamherst.org

Christine Burman Council Vice-President

(440) 522-8035

redcar1105@yahoo.com

Susan Cherry, Council Secretary

(440) 988-7425

secretary@stpetersamherst.org

Lauri Hubach, Treasurer

(440) 988-2459

treasurer@stpetersamherst.org

(440) 985-1972

preschl@stpetersamherst.org

St. Peter’s Preschool
Wendy Kosakowski,
Administrator & Teacher
Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator
Kerri Kobylka, Teacher
Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide

Website and Social Media Addresses
St. Peter’s Website

www.stpetersamherst.org

St. Peter’s Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersuccamherstoh

St. Peter’s Twitter

https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh

St. Peter’s YouTube Channel

St Peters UCC Amherst

