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Rock on which Jesus would build his church, 

and as a namesake we too must be Christ’s 

church. One, if not the greatest, moment of 

Peter’s life, was when Jesus asked him to 

drop his net and follow him as his disciple.  

We are all being asked to do the same thing- 

to drop our nets and follow Christ.   

October is going to be a remarkable and 

memorable month in the life and history of 

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, Amherst, 

Ohio! Just as we embrace the scents and 

sights of fall, may we use our senses to be 

fully immersed in the ministry of Christ at 

St. Peter’s. We are the “Rock!” It’s time to 

drop our nets and go! 

Remember, you are loved! 

 

Pastor Chris 

Pastoral Ponderings 
From the desk of  

PASTOR CHRIS 

 “We are the “Rock!”  It’s time to drop our nets and go!  

ST. PETER’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

This is such an exciting time of the year!  

Fall is here, and the signs of change are all 

around us. Apple picking, harvest decora-

tions, pumpkins, mums adorning our porches, 

football, sweatshirt weather, are just some of 

the joys of fall. “Yes,” COVID 19 Delta variant 

is still a very real threat for all of us, but hope 

persists. Life at St. Peter’s UCC is, like fall, 

showing signs of positive change and  

renewal. We have so much with which to 

look forward. Our music program is back in 

full swing! Our Sunday School is doing well!  

Our Preschool is buzzing with children and 

young families, and I can’t wait to spend 

Chapel time with them. These are just some 

of the signs of fall at St. Peter’s UCC. 

A new sign of fall for St. Peter’s UCC is our 

Stewardship drive. October is now our  

Stewardship month. By now, you’ve proba-

bly received a Stewardship letter with infor-

mation about how to support the ministries 

of this church through sharing your: Time, 

Talent, and Money. Saint Peter was the 

October 2021 
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October Sermon Scriptures:   

 

 

 

“It’s time to drop our nets  

and follow Christ!” 



10/17 Mark 10:35-45   

     

10/24    Mark 10:46-52     

10/31    Ruth 1:1-18  

OCTOBER SERMON SCRIPTURE READINGS 

10/3    Mark 10:2-16    

10/10   Mark 10:17-31     

  

...continued on top of next page. 



Compassionate Care Team  
Compassionate Care has available a nearly full, large box of men’s 
Depends Protection Plus size S-M (26-34 in) underwear. If you 
could use them, please call the church office at 440-988-4965.  
Item can be picked up at the church office or arrangements can be 
made to have it delivered. Privacy will be observed. 

Compassionate Care would like to thank all that have reached out 
to us to express their gratitude and thanks for the support we 
have given. The cards and calls are heartwarming to us! We 
would also like to thank Linda Gatz, who made fidget blankets 
and mug mats and Chris Burman, who made face masks, which 
we used for our care bags.    

____________________________________________________________________ 

As with any change, as we find other ways to get our church 
service out to people (Facebook, Zoom, etc.), there are bound 
to be glitches. St. Peter’s glitch is not everyone is able to 
hear.  Zoom, and some in service itself, can’t hear the  
announcements made by the general congregation so every-
thing must be repeated by Pastor Chris. Because our prayers 
and concerns are not for the general public, they have had to 
be announced prior to the Facebook connection being made.  
This is why we always have down time after announcements 
and before actual service starts. At this time, prayers and con-
cerns will no longer be announced prior to or during church 
services. Surgeries, illness, other concerns will be addressed 
by Pastor Chris in a general fashion in his prayer. 

BUT…we know you would like to continue to prayer for those 
in our church family. St. Peter’s does have a Prayer Ministry 
that you are welcome to join. There are no meetings. You will 
receive an email the beginning of each month with prayer re-
quests for specific needs. You choose your method, time and 
degree of prayer.  It’s that simple. If you would like to partici-
pate, please contact Kaye in the church office at 440-988-4965 
with your name and email address. 

In addition, there will be prayer request and visitor cards 
available by the offering plate. These cards can also be used if 
you would like the pastor the call you. Please complete the 
card and drop it back in the offering plate. If you attend service 
thru Zoom or Facebook and have a prayer request, please call 
the church office.  Either way, please indicate if you would like 
the prayer request to be confidential. 

Hospital stay? Surgery? The hospitals very seldom call the 
listed church on your admittance information when you are 
admitted. We do our best to know when someone is going into 
the hospital, rehab, etc., but aren’t always aware of it. Please 
notify Compassionate Care, Pastor Chris or call the church  
office when you are in need. Please indicate if you would 
like the information to be confidential. 

CROP HUNGER WALK 
Sunday, Oct. 3   |   2:00 PM   

There is still time to sign up! Pledge Forms are in 
the church office. For those walking, please meet at 
5 points downtown Amherst.  Water will be pro-
vided and the walk will start with a word of prayer. 

The walk will go from 5 points down Milan Ave.,  
to and through the Metro Park, across North Main 
St. to Sunset, and then turn up and back towards 
downtown.   

Please turn in your pledge packet/monies the day 
of the walk. Thank you for helping this commu-
nity-led fundraising event to end hunger. 

… October scripture continued from page 4. 



October 
St. Peter’s Preschool News 

It is hard to believe that we 
have successfully finished the  
month of September. The  
children and staff are nicely  
adjusting. Everyone enjoyed 
the field trip to Miller’s Apple  
Hill. The apples were very 
tasty!! It was nice to visit  
with all the parents and  
grandparents that attended.   

This month we will learn the 
shapes triangle and circle,  
the colors black, orange, and 
the numbers 0 and 2.  

We will also introduce the  
letters Oo, and Hh.  

We are also looking forward  
to our … BOOOOOO!!! Did I 
scare you????? Halloween  
Party at the end of the month.  
We will try hard not to scare 
anyone as the children parade 
around the Preschool!!  

Thank you,   
Wendy Kosakowski 
Preschool Director 

St. Peter’s Sunday School 
 

Noisy collection for the months of September and  
October will go toward Thanksgiving dinners for needy 
families in the Amherst School system. We will also have 
baskets in the sanctuary for donations. If you are able, 
please donate some of the following items: 

BOXED MASHED POTATOES 

CANNED FRUITS/APPLESAUCE/CRANBERRIES 

CANNED VEGETABLES ESPECIALLY PUMPKIN 

CANNED GRAVY 

BOXED STUFFING MIX 

Sincerely,  
Jessie Kubuske,  

Director of Christian Education 

 

“Love is not patronizing 

and charity isn't about pity, 

it is about love. Charity  

and love are the same—

with charity you give  

love, so don't just give  

money but reach out  

your hand instead.” 

 

                  ― Mother Teresa  

Let’s Help Others Enjoy a Thanksgiving Dinner! 



  ST. PETER’S UCC  

C raftC lub  

Circle 6 
MEETING 

Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday  |  Oct. 5  |  6:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

Circle Six will hold it’s next meeting 

on Tuesday, October 5 at 6:00 p.m.  

in Fellowship Hall. We will be  

working on our mission blankets so 

bring your scissors.  Also bring your 

own boxed dinner and drink.  

Craft club will meet October 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the  
Fireside room.  Masks aren’t required if you have been 
fully vaccinated. If you haven’t been vaccinated, we  
require you to wear a mask for your own protection.  
All are welcome, bring your current (or old) craft project 
to work on and to have some fun fellowship with other 
crafters! Can’t wait to see you then! 

Please JOIN US at  

CRAFT CLUB! 
Monday  |  October 25  |  6:30 p.m. 

St. Peter’s Food Pantry  

 
It is greatly appreciated by St. Peter’s church, and those receiving help! 
 

A big thank you to Pam Miskov for taking the time to ensure all the items  
are transported to Good Shepherd Food Bank. There currently is a need for: 

 Canned Meat (Tuna, Chicken) Kleenex Paper Towels  

 Canned Soup (Pop top lids)  Spaghetti Sauce Pasta    

 Spaghetti-Os (Pop top lids) Peanut Butter Jelly    

 Mac & Cheese (Microwavable) Oatmeal Cereal      

           Please leave your donations in the drop of boxes at the church.  
           A special thank you to Al Murphy for helping this month! 

 

ST. PETER’S 

‘Truly I tell you,  

just as you did it  

to one of the least  

of these who are  

members of my family, 

you did it to me.’  

Matthew 25:40 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Sept. 20, 2021 Minutes 

 
ATTENDEES: 
 

President:  Mary-K Kirsch           x  Pastor:  Chris Buckingham-Taylor  x 

Vice President:  Christine Burman      x   Trustee:  Jim Kubuske                 x 

Secretary:  Susan Cherry            x   Congregational Rep:  Kaye Koler          E 

Treasurer:  Lauri Hubach             E Congregational Rep:  Tom Hollstein  x               

Congregational Rep.:  Stacy Gleason  x  Financial Secretary:  Rebecca Woods x 

Congregational Rep.:  Sally Readinger x  Congregational Rep:  Susan Conkle  x 

x= present; E=excused; A=absent 

Visitors:  Jessie Kubuske, Sharon and Gary Thompson  |  Pastor Chris opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:02 pm. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Pass Through payments needing approval: 

Payable To:              For: 

OCWM*   $105.00 

 $105.00 

*Our Church’s Wider Mission 
 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the pass through payments.  

The motion passed. 

 

General Fund Summary: 
 Aug-21 Aug-20 2021 YTD 2020 YTD Change  

Offerings  

Cash/Check 11,455.39 12,350.00 79,017.39 98,678.50  (19,661 .11)  

Offerings Breeze 1,389.99                       12,054.99  

Offerings PayPal  0.00  1,415.00 

Transfer to General   2,498.00  9,748.00 6,440.00  

PPP Loan  

Forgiveness/EIDL  0.00   19,804.82 

Blessings from  

the Saints   (1,355.72) 6,860.48 66,275.89 65,436.01 839.88    

Expense (13,987.66) (19,210.48) (188,316.09) (170,554.51) 17,761.58                                                        

 0.00   0.00  0.00   0.00 

Full report available in the church office. 

 

Trustee Report 

Offerings for Trustees Meeting September 16, 2021 
(Location: St Peter’s Church)  

In attendance: Jim Kubuske, Don Krucek, Edgar Vargas  

Meeting began with placing the new Peace Pole in  
readiness for Sunday’s dedication.  

Brian Schieferstein did a presentation to the Trustees  
concerning replacing phone system vs. repairing system.  
Company that provided the original system has gone out 
of business, but we can contact a company in North 
Olmsted for repairs.  Another option would be purchasing 
a  whole new system—Ring Central or Nextiva.  Consider-
ations include fire alarm system, door system, etc.   

Trustees decided to call North Olmsted company to  
see about repairing the old system. 

The outdoor light by the chapel is out.  Trustees will 
check about replacing the bulb.   

Fire inspection took place before the start of preschool. 
Firemen said we needed smoke detectors in the  
upstairs floor of the education wing.  Detectors were 
purchased and installed.  

The TV Stand that was purchased may not fit through 
the doors of the Fireside room, so Trustees were told 
that the TV will be stored in the sanctuary.  Door locks 
that were purchased for the fireside room will be  
returned.  

Geisel Heating fixed valves on boilers in the Education 
wing.  Pictures were taken and the insurance company 
and state of Ohio were notified, and now we are in 
compliance.  

Geisel Heating repaired air conditioning units in the 
Fireside Room, Upstairs Fireside room, Administrative 
Office and Christian Education office.  

Borne was contacted about snow plowing.  It costs us 
approximately $200 each time they plow. It has been 
noted that if we continue with Borne they need to:  
A. come earlier to  accommodate Preschool start  
B. not block walkways    
C. shovel sidewalks. * 

We have had one estimate on chimney repair.  They 
will send written estimates for both repair, and for  
reducing height (removing parts that need repair) and 
capping the remaining chimney.  We are still waiting 
on JNG to come and make an estimate.  



Jim Kubuske completed a survey from the insurance 
company on our policies.  

Edgar Vargas repaired the broken handrail in the educa-
tion wing, and hung the pamphlet board  in the lobby 
outside the administrative office.  

There is ongoing research on the letter we received from 
the new gas company.  There are  questions remaining 
and trustees are going to contact former Trustee, Earl 
Weigand to ask what was decided before and why.  

The electronic sign is held up because the last few parts 
necessary are held up in transit.  As soon as the parts  
arrive they will be able to install the sign.  

Next meeting October 14, 2021, 6:30 p.m.   

Respectfully submitted, Trustees 

*Jim noted, after giving the Trustee Report, that he had 
spoken to Borne and they agreed to comply with the items 
requested above, the cost would be the same, and would 
accommodate the preschool start time. 

Stewardship 

Announcements will be made to the congregation about 
increasing their offering commitments.  There will also 
be a Stewardship meeting after the church service on 
September 26, 2021, where members can sign up for 
groups that work to serve the church and its members. 

Covid 19 

We will continue to follow the existing Covid 19  
protocols currently in place. 

Church Website 

We are currently paying $27/mo. for website mainte-
nance.  Jessie Kubuske indicated that she felt the website 
was difficult to work with.  Pastor Chris suggested that 
we have Brian Schieferstein look at the website and  
evaluate whether or not a new website is needed.  We 
should then put together a research committee to look  
at maintaining the current website vs. considering a  
new website and provider.  Mary-K suggested that all 
council members check out the website before the next  
council meeting to see if they think the website is  
easy to use, etc. 

The “Little Church” Funds 

The “little church” funds going forward will be used  
to fund the Oberlin student singers (2).  Mary-K will 
reach out to Caroline Wolfe concerning when she will 
no longer provide music for the services.  Sue Conkle 
will put together a “thank you” letter to Caroline for  
her services to the Church. 

Vendor License/Sales Tax Exemption 
Certificate 

If the above information is needed for tax exempt  
purchases, please contact Kaye Oswald in the church 
office for a form with the tax exempt number. 

Use of Fellowship Hall on Veterans Day 

Don Ramsey’s daughter, Nicole, is a teacher with the 
North Ridgeville school system.  Their group will be 
attending a Veteran’s Day event in Amherst on Novem-
ber 11, 2021 and asked if they could use Fellowship 
Hall after the ceremony to have lunch and a discussion 
with veterans.  There would be about 150-158 stu-
dents, plus teachers.  We did not think that Fellowship 
Hall could accommodate that size crowd, especially 
under our current Covid 19 restrictions.  Pastor Chris 
will get back to her with this answer. 

Miscellaneous 

Sue Conkle asked what was happening with the par-
sonage.  Jim indicated that Pastor Arlen had taken out 
his remaining items and it was being cleaned out and 
now empty.  

A question on the Crop Walk came up.  Was there any 
new information?  Becky Woods indicated that she  
was walking and was being sponsored by Kaye Oswald.  
If any one else would like to sponsor Becky, please  
contact the office. 

Pastor Chris gave the closing prayer at 7:56 p.m.   

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to adjourn 
the meeting.   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Susan Cherry 
Council Secretary 



Birthdays 

Lynda Helyes October 01 

Linda Gatz October 02 

Rebecca Hubach October 02 

B. Sue Smith October 03 

Jean Martin October 06 

Luena Beale October 07 

Norma Marsh October 10 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor October 12 

Sandra Clark October 16 

Janet Siron October 16 

Patricia Knepper October 19 

Cynthia Bring October 25 

William Schuster October 28 

Edna Berry October 29 
 

Psalms 91:16  

Please get your budget requests  
turned in by Oct.  4, Thank you! 
Members of the committee include: Pastor Chris,  
Lauri Hubach, Sally Readinger, and Becky Woods.  

October Events 

Oct. 2 Animal Blessing 10:00 a.m. 

Oct. 3 Communion Sunday 10:00 p.m. 

 Neighbors in Need Offering 

 Crop Hunger Walk 2:00 p.m. 

Oct. 5 Staff Meeting 10:30 a.m. 

 Circle Six 6:00 p.m. 

Oct. 7 Mainstreet Amherst 9:00 a.m. 

 Compassionate Care 10:30 a.m. 

 Girl Scouts 6:00 p.m. 

Oct. 11 Executive Council Meeting 7 p.m. 

Oct. 17 Outdoor Service 10:00 a.m. 

Oct. 18 Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Oct. 20 Clergy Mtg, Brownhelm 11:30 a.m. 

Oct. 21 Girl Scouts 6:00 p.m. 

Oct. 24 Family Worship Sunday 

Oct. 25 Craft Club,  6:30 p.m. Fireside Room 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sanctuary Choir 6:30 p.m. / Handbell Choir   

at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays 

Spiritual Life: 1-4:00 p.m. Mondays 

Bible Study: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, Zoom 

Breeze Chapel: 7-7:30 p.m., Wednesdays 
 

Coffee Chats with Pastor Chris  
9-11:00 a.m., Wednesdays at Arabica’s! 
 

Please Join Us on 
Sunday, Nov. 7 

for Pastor Chris’  
Installation 

 

Please join us in celebrating   
the installation of Pastor Chris 
Buckingham-Taylor. Delisa will 
be leading worship service.  

We are pleased to have Rev. 
Nayiri Karjian, Association  
General Minister join us in par-
ticipation of this special day. 

Stewardship/Consecration Sunday 

Our campaign, “We are the Rock of Christ,” will take place during the 
month of October with a special consecration and celebration of our 
gifts of:  Time, Talent and Money on Sunday, October 31, 2021. 
Each Sunday worship service, during October, will include a 
“Witness” moment, led by a member of our St. Peter’s family. We ask 
you to reflect on Matthew 16:18 as you prepare to offer God your 
gifts of Time, Talent and Money, so that St. Peter’s UCC, may continue 
to be a firm foundation for Christ.  

Wikipedia defines Consecration as the solemn dedication to a special 
purpose or service. The word consecration literally means 
“association with the sacred”. Persons, places, or things can be conse-
crated, and the term is used in various ways by different groups. The 
origin of the word comes from the Latin stem consecrat, which means 
dedicated, devoted, and sacred.  

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build  
my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.” 

MATTHEW 16:18 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________ 



Jim Raesler 

Bev Mischka 

Debbie Raesler 

Don & Jean Swift 

Audrey Montgomery 

Karin Andy 

Jim Brown 

Joyce Darakis 

Sherry Spratt 

Valentino Dziak 

Lois Barnes 

Ruth Kossow 

May Poor 

Roger Becker 

Carol Battenhouse 

Darlene Mudrich 

Serita Reyes 

Glenn Miskov 

If you would like to be added or removed from this list, please contact the church office at 440-988-4965  
or adminofc@stpetersamherst.org or Compassionate Care sgthompson@windstream.net 

    “Cast all your anxiety  
     on Him because  
 he cares for you.”  1 Peter 5:7 

 

Animal  
Blessings 

 

Sat., Oct. 2 | 10 AM 
We invite you to come to our 
Animal Blessings Service, this  
coming Saturday at 10:00 AM.  

Pastor Chris will bless your animals 
on the front lawn of the church.  

All are welcomed! 
 

 

The Neighbors in Need UCC’s annual offering to support ministries  
of justice and compassion throughout the United States, including the 
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM), justice and advocacy  
efforts, and direct service projects funded by the UCC’s Justice and  
Witness Ministries will be Oct. 3. Special envelopes will be provided. 

Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness  
Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. Through ucc.org/justice, 
our national Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources,  
news updates, and action alerts on a broad spectrum of justice issues. 
Thank you for contributing to this great cause! 

Please add the following people to your prayers :                                  

 

   Unfailing Love 
 This is my commandment,  
 that you love one another as I have loved you.   
             John 15:12 

mailto:adminofc@stpetersamherst.org
mailto:sgthompson@windstream.net


 Sunday Worship Service:  10:00 a.m.    |    Sunday School:  10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Wednesday Breeze Chapel Service: 7:00 p.m. 

 Please visit our website, www.stpetersamherst.org  to make your donation electronically via Breeze or PayPal.  

 If you  would like more detailed information, contact the church office. 

 

 

 Executive Council 

 Mary-K Kirsch,  Council President  (216) 559-6160  president@stpetersamherst.org 

 Christine Burman Council Vice-President  (440) 522-8035 redcar1105@yahoo.com 

 Susan Cherry, Council Secretary  (440) 988-7425  secretary@stpetersamherst.org 

 Lauri Hubach, Treasurer  (440) 988-2459 treasurer@stpetersamherst.org  

 

 

 St. Peter’s Preschool 

 Wendy Kosakowski,  (440) 985-1972 preschl@stpetersamherst.org 

 Administrator & Teacher  

 Heather Nail, Teacher & Assistant Administrator  

 Kerri Kobylka, Teacher 

 Taylor Stempowski, Teacher’s Aide 

 
 

 Website and Social Media Addresses 

 St. Peter’s Website    www.stpetersamherst.org 

 St. Peter’s Facebook    https://www.facebook.com/stpetersuccamherstoh 

 St. Peter’s Twitter    https://www.twitter.com/StPetersUCCOh 

 St. Peter’s YouTube  Channel   St Peters UCC Amherst     

 

     

582 Church Street, Amherst, OH 44001 

Office Phone:  (440) 988-4965   

Office Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8:30-12:30 p.m. 

Afternoons available by appointment 

Chris Buckingham-Taylor, Pastor  

(920) 650-0761  

pastor@stpetersamherst.org 
 

Jessie Kubuske, Christian Ed. Director 

(440) 988-4965  

dir.ed@stpetersamherst.org 
 

Kaye Oswald, Administrative Secretary 

(440) 988-4965  

admin.ofc@stpetersamherst.org 

https://stpetersuccamherst.breezechms.com/people/view/9069598#
mailto:Treasurer@stpetersamherst.org

