IMF Spring Meeting

IMF Symposium
May 4 & 5, 2004

On Tuesday, May 4, 2004, the IMF Spring Meeting was held at the Holiday Inn RIDC in Pittsburgh, PA.  There were 13 attendees (see attached) at today’s IMF Spring Meeting.  In the President’s report, Dr. Don Hurtuk stated that to date, a total of 16 member companies have paid their 2004 IMF dues.  Another 12 former member companies will be contacted concerning membership renewal as well as several companies (including customer companies) who have expressed an interest in joining the IMF.  The IMF’s contract with the University of Illinois for the IMF Research Project—“Investigation of Steel Cleanliness During Ingot Teeming” calls for eight payments of $12,500 each to be made (two payments for each of the four project phases).  The membership voted to pay $25,000 to conclude Phase III of the project.  Another payment is due on June 15, 2004 for Phase IV.  Dr. Lifeng Zhang gave an update on the progress to date.  Much work has been conducted on analyzing the 13” diameter round AISI 1020 non-shrouded ingot bottom poured at EQS.  The membership can contact Lori Hepler at osupport@comcast.net if they would like a CD-ROM summary of the progress to date (available to current IMF members only).  Work remains to be done on the ingot end samples, runner samples and AISI 410 Stainless 28” x 28” ingot bottom poured at Timken Latrobe.  Additional 63” diameter round ingot simulations are also pending.  Phase IV of the research project will include recommendations to the membership as to how to eliminate harmful inclusions.  Dr. Zhang estimated that an additional eight months would be required to complete the project.  Please contact the IMF Research Project committee (Ken Eakin, Danielle Baird or Guillaume Viel) if there are any specific issues you would like to see addressed.

Mr. Mike Fahrmann, Program Chairman, said that Special Metals in Huntington, WV would host the IMF Fall Meeting.  The IMF Fall Meeting will tentatively take place on Wednesday, October 13, 2004 and the plant visit to Special Metals will occur on Thursday, October 14, 2004.  Sixteen have pre-registered for tomorrow’s IMF Symposium.  Three speakers from industry and academia are scheduled to speak.   Non-technical subjects may be covered at future IMF Symposiums.  Manufacturer equipment demonstrations (such as testing equipment) might also be considered.  Mr. Ken Eakin, IMF Treasurer, reported that the IMF account currently has a balance of $51,319.88.  A tax return for last year was filed in early April 2004.  Mr. Mike Pierce encouraged the membership to access the IMF website at www.ingotmetallurgyforum.org.  In today’s round table discussion, the topics of cleaning square ingot molds, AISI 410 stainless ingot surface quality, active versus total oxygen correlations, ultrasonic stirring during solidification and ANS 2301 Aircraft Quality testing were discussed. 

On Wednesday, May 5, 2004, the Seventeenth Annual IMF Symposium was held at U-PARC in Harmarville, PA.  There were a total of 18 attendees.  The theme was Melting and Casting of Stainless Steels and Specialty Alloys.  Excellent presentations were given on chemistry control in melting stainless steels, simulation of ingot solidification and modeling of re-melt processes for Ni-Base alloys.  We thank Program Chairman, Mike Fahrmann, and the speakers for this stimulating program.

Respectfully Submitted By,

Mike Labanow, Recording Secretary 

List of Attendees

IMF Meeting

May 4, 2004

	NAME
	COMPANY
	E-MAIL ADDRESS
	PHONE NO.
	FAX NO.

	Don Hurtuk
	CASTCON
	djhcastcon@aol.com
	(216) 314-0216
	

	Gary Shreve
	Clayburn
	gshreve@hotmail.com
	(724) 625-3860
	(724) 625-3860

	Ken Eakin
	EQS
	kwe@eqs.elwd.com
	(724) 658-6527
	(724) 658-6802

	Ron Johnson
	LeTourneau Inc.
	rcjoh@aol.com
	(903) 237-7440
	(903) 237-7027

	Michael Pierce
	RAMM Metals
	mp@rammglobal.com
	(412) 221-3700 Ext. 111
	(412) 221-7470

	Guillaume Viel
	Sorel Forge
	gviel@sorelforge.com
	(450) 746-4088
	(450) 746-4119

	Mike Fahrmann
	Special Metals
	mfahrman@smcwv.com
	(304) 526-5084
	(304) 526-5973

	Mark Suer 
	Special Metals
	msuer@smcwv.com
	(304) 526-5558
	(304) 526-5973

	Valentin Zamfir
	Steel Industries Inc.
	vzamfir@steelindustriesinc.com
	(313) 585-8505
	(313) 534-2165

	Russell Miller
	Stollberg Inc.
	rmiller@stollberg.com
	(610) 380-1028
	(610) 380-1028

	Mike Labanow
	Stollberg Inc.
	mlabanow@stollberg.com
	(440) 288-3668
	(440) 245-2721

	Danielle Baird
	Timken Latrobe Steel
	danielle.baird@timken.com
	(724) 532-4556
	(724) 532-6487

	Lifeng Zhang
	University of Illinois
	zhang25@uiuc.edu
	(217) 244-4656
	(217) 244-6534


