IMF Spring Meeting

April 9 & 10, 2008
On Wednesday, April 9, 2008, the IMF Spring Meeting was held at the Holiday Inn in Beaver Falls, PA.  There were 56 attendees (see attached list) at this year’s Spring Meeting.
In the business portion of today’s meeting, Mr. Eakin reported that there is currently a balance of $47,025.20 in the IMF treasury.  The income taxes for 2007 have been filed.  There are 25 paid member companies for 2008.  Mr. Shreve stated that four additional companies may yet become members in 2008. The IMF Fall Meeting will be October 15 & 16, 2008 at LeTourneau Technologies in Longview, TX.  The primary topic for this meeting will be molds.  A discussion was held on possible IMF Research projects.  Dr. Lifeng Zhang of Missouri University Science & Technology has proposed an inclusion nucleation, growth and transport study.  Other possible topics for research or future IMF meetings included soaking pit reheating of ingots, argon stirring, induction stirring, molten temperature measuring techniques, solidification segregation & centerline defects and filtering of steel.  The membership suggested possibly providing a scholarship for a metallurgy student doing a senior thesis relative to ingotmaking.  Mr. Shaw passed around spreadsheets relating to past IMF presentations and IMF company profiles.  As members provide copies of past presentations and their company information, the information will be posted on the IMF website with access restricted to member companies only.         
Excellent presentations on “ASCAT SEM Steel Cleanliness” by Scott Story of US Steel Research, “Ingate Swirl Generator) by Line Hallgren of Royal Institute of Technology and “Steelmaking and Steel Cleanliness” by Dr. Lifeng Zhang of Missouri Unversity Science & Technology were made today.  In the round table portion of today’s meeting, safety equipment issues, workplace cooling & lighting, inclusion tracer additives, proper CaSi wire injection, high Al-containing steel and plant expansions & upgrades were discussed.     
On Thursday, April 10, 2008, an excellent tour of Ellwood Quality Steels’ production facilities in New Castle, PA was conducted.  Mr. Darrin Schwartz of EQS presented a comprehensive overview of the operations prior to our tour.  Many thanks to Messrs. Ken Eakin, Brendan Connelly & Brian Shaw for setting up this plant visit.
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