IMF Spring Meeting

April 1 & 2, 2014
On Tuesday, April 1, 2014, the 2014 IMF Spring Meeting was held at the Embassy Suites in Beachwood, OH.  There were 51 attendees (see attached list) at this year’s Spring Meeting.
In the business portion of today’s meeting, Ken Eakin reported that there is currently a balance of $105,021 in the IMF treasury.  Our 2013 Income Taxes have been filed.  On May 1, 2014, our first IMF Research Project check of $15,000 is due the University of Pittsburgh.  There are 28 paid member companies for 2014 (two additional are pending).  The 2014 IMF Fall Meeting will be in October 2014.  Union Electric, Centre Foundry or ArcelorMittal Coatesville will host this meeting.  The IMF website is no longer being supported by Ellwood Quality Steels.  Hence, Jason & Tiffany Bowser will look into outsourcing the IT support necessary to make this website valuable to the membership.                 
An overview of the IMF Research Project—“Compositional and Structural Factors That Influence Hydrogen Induced Cracking and Hydrogen Flaking In Steels”—was given by Dr. Issac Garcia of the University of Pittsburgh.  This two-year IMF Research Project ($60,000 per year) will support a University of Pittsburgh graduate student to conduct the research work under Dr. Garcia’s supervision.  Dr. Garcia needs to have AISI 4340 & AISI 8630 steel samples sent to him by several IMF member companies for this IMF Research Project.  Detailed processing history including complete chemistries as well as how the steel hydrogen contents were obtained should be supplied along with the samples.  Timken offered to supply bar samples.  Joy Global will supply plate samples.  CarTech Latrobe and EQS will supply forged product samples.  Lehigh Specialty Melting (LSM) will supply ingot samples (not greater than 24” x 24” sections).  A. Finkl and Sorel Forge may also supply samples. 
Excellent presentations were made today on “The Methodology of Ingot Redesign" by Jamie Fitzgerald of The Timken Company, "Setting of Bottom Pour Tiles and Hot Tops” by Fran Arabia of Allegheny Ludlum Brackenridge, "Air Pollution Issues Associated with EAF Type Facilities” by Michael Hopkins of Ohio EPA, “An OSHA Update for the Steel Industry” by Julie Weis of OSHA and “Ingot Mold Pattern Design, Construction & Repair” by Tom Skladanek of EEC.         
On Wednesday, April 2, 2014, a fantastic tour of Lincoln Electric’s production facilities was conducted.  Many thanks to all Lincoln Electric personnel for the wonderful plant visit.
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